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treasures were unavailable. Possibly these traditions
are purely imaginary tales or myths; but there are
reasons to think that they had at least a basis of fact.
Because no one has ever discovered any of these "lost
cities" does not prove that they did not exist or that
they may not exist at the present time. There are
vast areas of practically unexplored mountain regions
in Mexico, and still larger areas wherein a city or
several cities might remain hidden and unknown. It
was these tales., and the possibility of such cities
existing, that inspired the late Thomas Janvier with
the theme of his delightful and realistic book, The
Aztec Treasure House.
At all events, it is well known that there are count-
less temples and places of ceremonials in Mexico
which were never looted nor found by the Spaniards,
and, during and after the conquest, bands of Aztecs
sought refuge in the wilder portions of the mountains
and continued to worship their ancient gods and to
live their own lives safe from Christian interference.
From, time to time reports are made of discoveries
of most remarkable and priceless specimens of an-
cient Ajztec objects in caves and secret hiding-places;
but whether these were hidden by the Indians to pre-
vent them from falling into the hands of the Dons,
or whether they were left by refugees who survived
and maintained their rites and customs after the con-
quest, we cannot say.
Even the history of the founding of Mexico City,
or as the Aztecs called it, Tenochtitlan, is so inter-
woven with myth and legends that we cannot be cer-
tain of anything regarding it. According to one
tradition the Aztecs were guided to the site by their